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Status Offenses
Status offenses have had a huge trend among juveniles over the last decades. In each year, an average of 20 percent of all juvenile arrests do involve status offenses. Studying about these offenses is important as it provides information that seek to give children assistance to avoid committing crimes in future. Additionally, preservation of families is achieved as well as ensuring public safety.

Based on the data available from the OJJDP and NCJJ, juvenile involvement in status offenses and arrests have recorded a tremendous decline since the 1980s. The numbers of juvenile arrests hit the highest point in the mid1990s. In 2010, juvenile arrests recorded a 21% from the arrests made from 2001 but the reasons behind the continuous fall are not well established. It is worth to note that as from 2010, national data of running away arrests are no longer available.
Drug Abuse Offender Characteristics











The offender characteristics have been declining with the decline in arrests of drug abuse. Among the races, African Americans were noted to have the highest. In terms of gender, male proportions have been high throughout as compared to the female ones.
Definitions
Juvenile drug use: This is the abuse of drugs and substances by youths who are below the age of 18 years (OJJDP). Some of the substances abused include marijuana, opioids and cocaine.
underage drinking: Underage drinking refers to the consumption of alcohol by youths who are below the legal drinking age (SAMHSA 2013).
 curfew violations: A curfew violation is said to be committed when juveniles are found in public places without the company of a parent or guardian during hours that are restricted (Yeide and Cohen 2009). Exemptions are made for those traveling to work, school or religious places.
Running away: OJJDP defines running away as the act whereby children leave their homes without permissions and stay away overnight (Snyder and Sickmund 2006). Situational runaways include those who run away and return after a few nights while long term runaways do leave for long periods.
Religiosity is widely related to status offenses as showcased in different literature over the decades. In the publication ‘Hellfire and Delinquency’, juveniles who are said to attend church regularly are as likely to commit crimes are those who do not.  The social bonds created during the religious practices is what matters for religion to prevent crime. Some types of organized religion have also been attributed to causing prevalence of crime in the society. Based on other literature, religion does have a central place in social control and bonding.
Definition for Religion/Religiosity
Religion and religiosity are both subjects that have led to scholars failing to agree on any common definition. This study will adopt Emile Durkheim’s definition which views religion as a system of practices and beliefs to sacred things which unite people into a moral society. On the other hand, religiosity is described as a concept about religious orientations and involvements. These definitions can be justified by the fact that religion and religiosity are of social phenomena. Given that religion is characterized and described differently in various societies, the study has to encompass all the beliefs, systems and practices.

In the available data, the beginning of 2010 was depicted by high number of individuals who believed in God according to studies carried out was an average of 92% of the respondents. Of this, only 28% attended church services on a regular basis. Towards 2016, the numbers are noted to have declined slightly over the years.

The number of people who believe in heaven by age were depicted as follows: 18-29 (21%), 30-49(34%), 50-64(27%) and Above 65(18%)


With regard to the available data believes in heaven as per gender, women have a 55% percentage while men have a 45%.
Previous Literature
Research and studies pertaining to correlation between religion and crime have been in existence for decades. According to Salvatore and Rubin (2018), findings and claims that have been presented over the years have been conflicting. Studies of the early 1940s came into a conclusion that religion was in deed a causal factor of crime and delinquency, something that has been continuously used by other scholars to link religious beliefs, moral codes and supporting legislations of practices including sexual behavior and consumption of alcohol. According to (Jang 2013), the publication of ‘Hellfire and Deliquency’ by Hirschi and Stark formed a vital basis for research to be carried out. In the publication, it was reported that there was no relationship between religiosity and delinquency, a finding that contradicted with previous studies hence drawing much attention. One of the reactions that was triggered by the finding was that the study prior to publication had analyzed types of data that had a less likelihood of detecting significant relationships. On the contrary, modern research findings both at micro and macro levels tend to confirm significant negative impacts and associations between religion, drug use and crime. 
Critical reviews on religion and crime are mostly published on a regular basis while as advanced forms of literature reviews are adopting either systematic review approach or meta-analysis. ‘A systematic review of the religiosity and delinquency literature’ by Johnson et al. (2000) was the first to systematic review of research to be published. In the publication, research dating from 1985 to 1997 was reviewed and led to motivation of other studies to be carried out in a similar manner. The findings of Johnson et al. (2000) were similar to other researches that had reported a negative significance between religion and crime. According to Koening et al. 2001, various studies have already identified a positive and beneficial outcome related to the role of religion among the youth populations. Additionally, the authors concluded that young people who were termed to be religious were less likely to be involved in crime as well as drug abuse. The findings were in support of those by Johnson et al. (2000).  Bailer and Wright (2001) have also noted in their study that systematic review of literature by scholars have proved it not to be contradictory and disparate as had been the notion in early studies. 
Much of the previous literature focused on the role of religion in influencing negative behaviors in the society like crime and drug abuse especially among the youth. Additionally, majority of it has been supportive of the perspective that religion in the society is not a source of negative norms and behaviors. In this study, the objective will be to provide literature for application of religion to criminological theory as it has been an area not widely researched on. Since the first research relating to religion and crime, there has been tremendous questioning on the relevance of examining impacts of religion on crime. It has in turn led to the study area of religion been characterized by gaps, hence prompting this research to apply it in criminological theory. The application of religion in criminal theory makes the study outstanding, as it provides an opportunity for examining findings and literature, some of which have been omitted in previous studies.
Theory Explanation and Application
Criminological theories have for long assumed existence of a negative relationship between religion and crime. Additionally, these theories have proved to be important in guiding scientific research. On the contrary, no single theory is enough to explain all the delinquency and crimes in the society. This study will hence adopt both the differential association theory and social bond theory in a bid to give more emphasis and descriptions about juvenile crime and religion.
Social Disorganization Theory
The social disorganization theory was developed after a study in Chicago. The theory links and relates crime rates with ecological characteristics such as neighborhoods. The theory argues that an individual’s residential location is one of the determining factors as to whether they will likely get involved in illegal activities. Based on the article ‘review of the roots of youth violence’ by the ministry of children, community and social services, there exists a relationship between this theory and youth violence. The study by Shawn and McKay can be identified as the first to acknowledge existence of the relationship as they used spatial maps to examine locations of juveniles and their involvement in crime. In 2005, an article on effects of economic deprivation used the theory to analyze ranks of poverty and the influence on crime. The social disorganization theory is important in this study as it help in determining how location characteristics do affect juvenile drug use, underage drinking and curfew violations. In terms of religion, religious institutions within different locations are agents of social control and organization hence will help determine relationship between the theory and religion.
Social Bond Theory
The social bond theory which is also referred to as social control theory was created by Travis Hirschi and it explains that social crimes and delinquencies occur due to existence of weak social bonds. The theory states that individuals do have potential to commit crime but the social bonds they have prevent them from doing so. These social bonds may be spiritual connections, family attachments, commitments as well as relationships with others in the society. An article by Salvatore and Rubin adopts the theory in trying to describe criminal behavior among emerging adults. An article on ‘the functions of the social bond’ by Chriss (2016) also examines the incorporations theory with a self-control context. In the information security articles like ‘Information security policy compliance model in organizations. computers & security’, the theory is used to understand deviant behaviors exhibited by employees. From the perspective of this study, the theory will help to analyze findings and literature on how social bonds among juveniles may lead to portrayal of deviant behaviors like underage drinking. The study will also incorporate the theory into the field of religion, as practices in religion have been determined as sources of social bonds.
METHODS
This chapter will focus developing the hypotheses of the research well as the study design to be adopted by the research. Additionally, the strengths and importance of using a survey will be outlined together with dependent and independent variables. Lastly, it will encompass conceptualization and operationalization of religiosity, theories and status offenses.
Hypotheses
Hypotheses related to social disorganization theory include:
· There is no significant relationship between religion and social disorganization theory
· The geographical location of individuals characterizes their behavior
· There is a significant relationship between the location of individuals and status offenses
· There is no relationship between religiosity and social delinquencies
· There is no significant association between religiosity and drug abuse among juveniles
Hypothesis related to social bond theory;
· There is no significance between status offenses and social bonds
· There is a significant relationship between deviant behaviors and social connections
· There is no relationship between religiosity and creation of bonds in the society
· There is no significant relationship between religion and the practice of deviant behaviors
· There is a relationship between religion and the adaptation of social connections
Study Design
The study will adopt a descriptive survey design as it is convenient in collection of substantial number of views from respondents over a large area. The target population of the study will be juveniles from different geographical locations and institutions. Simple random sampling will be used to acquire a sample size that is representative of the population. Some strengths of survey design are that it’s easy to administer, saves on time and huge ranges of data can be collected. On the contrary, its weaknesses include; respondents may be dishonest as well as low validity due to closed ended questions. The independent variables are; Religion, social attachments, peer commitment, general beliefs. Dependent variables are; underage drinking, curfew violations, juvenile drug use and running away.
Conceptualization and operationalization
Religiosity is defined as the extent to which an individual believes in god, founder, supreme being and the practice that relate to the teachings. 
Status offenses refer to activities that are termed as offences when they are committed by juveniles. 
The social disorganization theory is one that states that an individual’s residential location is important is determining whether the person might be involved in illegal activities. 
Social bond theory explains that weak elements of social bonds are responsible for making people to engage in illegal activities
For operationalization, the instruments will be located in appendixes A-D. They will be used to make observations and collect data that is of relevance to the study.
Conclusion
In conclusion, status offenses are an important area to study it encompasses an average of 20% of all juvenile arrests. Studying about them can provide information to prevent youths from engaging in future criminal offenses. The area of religion is an important correlate of crime as religious practices and beliefs have all been identified to have possible impacts towards crime rates. From the findings, there is a notable gap in terms of theories that encompass the correlation between crime and religion. Further developments should expand to include religion in theories.


APPENDIX: SURVEYS
Appendix A: Demographic Questions
1.What is your age? 
a) Below 10 b)10 – 14 c) 14-17
2.What’s your gender?
a) Male b) Female
3.State your ethnicity
a) White b) Hispanic c) African American d) Asian e) Other
4.What grade are you in?
a) Below 6 b) 7-9 c) 10-12
5.Are you employed?
a) Yes b) No
6.What is your area code?
7.How many siblings do you have?
a) None b) 1-3 c) 4-6 d) above 6
8.Are you in a relationship?
 a) yes b) No
9.What is your marital status?
a) Single b) married c) divorced
10.What is your family income? (dollars)
a) Below 10k b) 10k-50k c) Above 50k

Appendix B: Religiosity
1.Do you believe in god?
2.How often do you attend religious services?
3.Were you born into your current religion or did you convert?
4.Do you believe in heaven?
5.What does being religious mean to you?
Appendix C: Theory
Theory 1
1.What is your geographical location?
2.In what ways has your neighborhood affected your behavior?
3.What are some kind of conditions that lead to involvement in illegal activities?
4.Explain how unfavorable conditions in the community are linked to crime
5.How does the society influence criminal behavior?
Theory 2
1.Describe some elements of the social bond theory?
2.How do attachments influence involvement in illegal activities?
3.How do commitments and relationships impact your behavior?
4.In what ways does the social bonds prevent crime
5.Do you believe that social attachments influence criminal activities?
Appendix D: Involvement in Crime
1.Outline some of the status offenses that you have committed
2.How often do you get involved in criminal activities?
3.What is your opinion on the trend of juvenile arrests?
4.How does age influence delinquency cases?
5.Do you think that there have been any changes in juvenile involvement in status offenses?
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Status Offenses (Arrests per 100,000)

Juvenile drug use 	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	7.0	6.0	5.8	4.5	3.0	Underage drinking	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	6.9	6.5	4.8	3.7	1.6	Curfew violation 	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	5.3	4.6	4.1	3.1	1.3	Running Away 	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	6.9	4.3	3.3	2.7	



Characteristics by Race and Gender

white	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	5.5	5.4	5.2	4.8	3.3	minority	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	11.8	8.8	7.2	5.8	3.6	black	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	13.3	11.2	9.7	7.4	4.3	male	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	11.1	9.5	9.2	8.1	4.8	female	1993-1997	1998-2002	2003-2007	2008-2012	2013-2017	1.7	1.6	1.8	1.5	1.3	



Changes in Reliogiosity

Believe in God (%)	2010.0	2012.0	2014.0	2016.0	91.0	90.0	86.0	89.0	Attends service every week (%)	2010.0	2012.0	2014.0	2016.0	28.0	27.0	27.0	25.0	Column1	2010.0	2012.0	2014.0	2016.0	




Believes in heaven by Age (%)	
18-29	30-49	50-64	Above 65	21.0	34.0	27.0	18.0	


Believes in heaven by gender (%)	45%
55%

Male	Female	45.0	55.0	

